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On the last page, I started a new col-
umn call “QRM”. In this column I will 
be giving you interesting information 
that may not always be directly linked 
to amateur radio but will hopefully still 
be useful. 

I am looking for co-editors.  

If you have a fondness for a topic re-
lated to amateur radio and would be 
willing to create some articles or even 
“own” a column, just let me know.  

I would like to have some regular col-
umns relating to APRS, digital and 
emergency communications. 

Also, I need someone to write a col-
umn about the basic radio procedures 
on HF. 

Also tell me what you like and don’t 
like about this new layout. 

73’s 
Ken KI4RUI 

For many years Gavin (KD7GLB) has 
worked very hard at trying to produce 
a newsletter we were all looking for-
ward to read each month. 

As I am trying to put together this 
month’s newsletter, it is becoming 
quite clear to me the amount of un-
spoken effort Gavin has put into each 
edition of our newsletter. 

I want to publicly thank Gavin for the 
years of dedication he gave being the 
editor of The Spectrum. 

As with each new editor of a maga-
zine, newspaper, radio show and 
newsletter, the layout will change a 
bit. This is no reflection on the previ-
ous editor just a different style. 

I hope everyone will like this new for-
mat of The Spectrum. 

On the right side of the front page I 
will always list upcoming events of 
interest. 

The New Layout 

Cars Net Controllers are needed 
Keith has more than had his turn at 
running the CARS Sunday night 2 
meter net, and it is time for more folks 
to try their hand at it.  
  
If you would like to see the net con-
tinue, please contact Keith at 
kg4zxk@ARRL.net so he can sched-
ule you for the Sunday evening of 

your choice, provide you with a script 
for the net, and explain net operations. 
I believe you will like it if you try it, and 
it is good operating practice. 
  
Thanks for helping out. It would be a 
shame for the net to shut down for 
lack of controllers. 
  

Chesapeake Amateur Radio Service 

www.w4car.org December 2008 

The Spectrum 

Upcoming Events 

 

· Shack Day 
December 20, 2008 

 

· Frost Fest 
February 7, 2009 
FrostFest.com 

 

· Swamp Stomp 
April 11, 2009 

 

· Tour de Cure 
April 18, 2009 

 

VBARC needs 
VEs to assist 

with testing 
on December 

20, 2009 at the 

Virginia Beach 
Fire Training 
Academy on 

Birdneck road 
in Virginia 

Beach  
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We all have our emergency power 
plans, food, water, first aid kits, wire 
and coax but are you really ready? 

Hurricane Isabel came ashore as a 
category 2. She left many of us 
without power and cable TV for 
many days to even weeks. 

During storms, we need informa-
tion, especially if we are helping 
with emergency communications or 
relief efforts. 

February 17, 2009 all over-the-air 
television broadcasting will be in 

digital mode. No more analog. 

“So what? I have cable TV.” 

Well remember, Isabel wiped 
out cable TV. Now your cable 
ready TV set is a very expen-
sive door stop. 

“ha ha ha Ken, I have satellite 
TV!” A good storm will rip that 
satellite dish and coax right off 
your roof. 

So what is the answer? 

There are digital converter 

boxes available for people who still 
receive over-the-air television. One 
good storm and we ALL will be getting 
our TV over the air. 

The FCC has a good web site explain-
ing everything to do with this conver-
sion to digital TV. The address is  
http://www.dtv.gov/ . 
You can even get a coupon for a con-
verter box from there. 

73’s 
Ken 
KI4RUI 

him with is ham shack was a delight for me and every-
one else who participated.  Whether you realize it or not 
in some way, when we help others -- Bob is smiling be-
cause his life was full of giving and helping others.  We 
are carrying on his fine tradition by improving ourselves, 
mentoring others, and enriching our organization and 
community. 
 
Again I thank everyone for this honor.  I also challenge 
everyone to do their part to carry on Bob's work. 
 
God Bless 
R 
WA4BUE 

 

Richard WA4BUE (left) Paul K4PRB (right) 

It is said in life surprises never end.  As the recipient 
of  "The Bob Armstrong (WA4SQL) HAM of The Year 
award" for outstanding service I am both humbled 
and honored to have been selected for this honor.  I 
know many of you did not know Bob.  To those of us 
who knew him and worked with him, Bob was "The 
MAN".   If Bob said he was going to do something, 
there was never a need to question or doubt that 
what ever he promised would be done and to the 
best of his ability.  His great example and his leader-
ship inspired all of us to make public service a 
duty.  Bob was an honest man and possessed the 
highest degree of integrity. 

All of the CARS candidates for this award possess 
these same qualities. Why you picked me is a mys-
tery !!!!  Receiving this award makes me feel that 
Bob's modeling and mentoring/Elmering of myself 
and others has certainly enhanced us and our organi-
zation. 
 
It was my honor to serve as president of CARS twice; 
to coordinate Spring Fest twice; to coordinate the 
Tour de Cure as Situation Course Manager at least 
six (6) or seven (7) times, and to author Bob's 
ARES / RACES Plans.  To participate in all of Bob's 
planned and unplanned activities, including helping 

Are you ready for the next hurricane? 

“Thank you for the honor” 
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As this is the December issue, please let me be 
among the first to wish you all and your families a 
very Merry Christmas! CARS had a fine turn out at 
our annual Christmas dinner meeting at the Moose 
Lodge Dec. 1. The food was great, and the fellow-
ship was impressive as usual.  

This is the first SPECTRUM newsletter from our 
new newsletter editor, Ken Jenson KI4RUI. I would 
like to start by thanking Gavin KD7GJB for all the 
fine issues of the SPECTRUM that he put together. I 
must also confess that I am tardy in providing Ken 
with my material for this issue, so I take full respon-
sibility for it being late by our usual newsletter 
schedule. If you have an interesting article for the 
newsletter, please send to Ken at KI4RUI@arrl.net.  

CARS’ VE license testing session Saturday Novem-
ber 22 was quite a success. That VE test session 
produced six brand new Hams, three of whom con-
tinued on to obtain their General license after pass-
ing the Technician test.   

I was very gratified that one of those brand new 
Generals was the son of a friend of mine from many 
years ago. Robert’s (KE5YHO) father taught me a 
lot of telecomm technology (frequency division multi-
plex, SF signaling systems, line conditioning, etc. 
back in the 1960’s.   

The new hams in this area are KJ4IED, E, F, G, and 
H. If you hear them on the air, say hello!   

Saturday, November 29, CARS members assisted 
the Franklin club with providing communications for 
the United Way’s Race for Literacy foot race in 
Northern Suffolk. Members of the Isle of 
Wight  (Smithfield) and Portsmouth clubs also as-
sisted.   

If you have any suggestions for club activities, 
please let me know. Also, if you have a suggestion 
for a guest speaker, I would welcome that also.  

I am happy to see that Richard Siff is the third recipi-
ent of CARS’ Bob Armstrong Ham of the Year 
award. The trophy was presented to Richard at the 

Christmas dinner meeting. I am glad to recognize all that 
Richard has done and continues to do with encouraging 
newcomers to Ham radio, especially this year at WFOS, 
as well as his invaluable guidance to other club mem-
bers and officers.  

For the next few months, we will not be having separate 
Public Service / ARES meetings, but will have a short 
segment of Public Service / ARES topics during our 
regular monthly club meetings.  

I opened by wishing you a Merry Christmas, and I’ll 
close by also wishing you a Happy New Year!  

73, Paul  

The President’s Column 

Page 3 December 2008 



 

CHESAPEAKE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE — POST OFFICE BOX 6867 —  CHESAPEAKE, VIRGINIA 23323-6867 
146.820 MHZ (PL 162.2 HZ) — 146.610 MHZ (PL 162.2 HZ) — 444.000 MHZ (PL 162.2 HZ) 

Meeting called to order at 7:35    Attendees: 20 mem-
bers  

Richard WA4BUE moved to dispense with the reading 
of previous meeting minutes. Seconded and ap-
proved.  

Barry K5VIP provided the Treasurer’s report.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

CARS will give a Technician license training class Sat-
urday Nov. 15 through Friday Nov. 21, with a VE ses-
sion Saturday afternoon, 2:00 pm, Nov. 22.  

The BOD granted Honorary / “Emeritus” membership 
to Rose Armstrong KI4ILS at the 10/29/08 BOD meet-
ing.  

The City has apparently repaired the shack’s outdoor 
lighting and the roof leak(s).  

CARS club ID cards are now being offered to all club 
members at no cost. Pictures are being taken tonight, 
at the Dec. 1 dinner meeting, and thereafter.  

CARS Christmas dinner meeting will be Dec. 1 at the 
Moose Lodge.  

Frost fest will be Saturday, February 7 at the Rich-
mond Raceway.  

PRESENTATION: 

Richard WA4BUE presented a very interesting history of 
the origins of CARS and Ham radio in Tidewater going 
back to the 1950’s, as well as some of his past experi-
ences and his recent founding of his K4AMG Memorial 
Radio Club in honor of his late uncle.   

OLD BUSINESS 

None  

NEW BUSINESS:  

Six nominations for Ham of the Year award were an-
nounced: 

      Terry       KI4RXC 
      Richard    WA4BUE 
      Barry     K5VIP 
      Sean    W5CDR 
      Paul        K4PRB 
      Bill    WF4R  
 
The recipient of the award was selected by secret ballot, 
results were NOT announced, and the award will be pre-
sented to the winner at our Christmas dinner meeting.  

The club members present agreed informally for the club 
to purchase a $28 club table at Frost Fest.  

Dewey, W4DCJ, won the 50 – 50 raffle ($14 - $14) and 
graciously donated his winnings back to the club.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.  
  

Club Meeting Minutes November 3, 2008 
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Meeting called to order at 7:45 pm.  Attendees: 

Paul    K4PRB   
Marshall    AI4CM             
Barry   K5VIP  
Keith     KG4ZXK 
Vince  KJ4CCR  
Jim       KG4WOJ          
Bill   WF4R  
Richard WA4BUE 
Chuck KR4CLT  
 
Keith KG4ZXK moved to dispense with reading of pre-
vious minutes. Seconded and approved.  

Barry K5VIP submitted the Treasurer’s report.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Spring Fest – Bill WF4R will make the tickets again this 
year. Paul K4PRB urged that we start making the tick-
ets early so we can mail them out soon after the first of 
the year as payment is received.  

OLD BUSINESS: 

Club ID cards do not require anything additional from 
the City to serve to provide CARS members access to 
shelters. Mrs. Walker will distribute copies of a sample 
CARS Club ID card to necessary agencies. We can 
proceed with making up the ID cards, ideally using the 
Christmas Dinner Meeting to take photos.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Keith KG4ZXK moved that the club spend up to $75 for 
supplies to produce the CARS ID cards. Seconded and 
approved.  

Keith KG4ZXK moved that the BOD grant Emeritus 
membership to Rose Armstrong, KI4ILS. Seconded 
and approved.  

Chuck KR4CLT discussed the ARRL’s Teachers’ Insti-
tute on Wireless Technology, a four day seminar for 
High School teachers to train them to include more 

wireless technology projects that make a 
connection to Amateur Radio.  

Chuck explained how CARS could bring this 
program to our area, probably by working 
with other local clubs. Our involvement with 
the seminar would be simple and non-
financial, primarily logistical – locating space 
for the seminar, receiving materials shipped 
from ARRL HQ and setting up the classroom, 
recruiting participants, etc.  

During the school year after the seminar, we 
and participating clubs would be called upon 
to provide in-school support such as demon-
strations of Amateur Satellite communica-
tions, Fox Hunts, etc. for our respective 
schools. Incentives to the school teachers 
include  

ARRL grants for project materials and equip-
ment, possible CE credits for the teachers, 
etc. We would make our commitment for 
summer 2010 by next June. 

Marshall AI4CM moved that we form a com-
mittee to pursue this to see if there is suffi-
cient support in the area. Seconded and ap-
proved.  

The next BOD Meeting will be Wednesday, 
December 3, AFTER the December dinner 
meeting.  

Meeting adjourned at 
9:25 pm.  

Board of Directors Meeting October 29, 2008 
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Here is a picture from Keith KG4ZXK.  

This was taken next to the QRM Room, immediately after the tower was pulled down . 

It’s gone! 
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Need to get your amateur radio news fix 
more often than just once a month from 
CQ Magazine or QST Magazine?  

Well I have the answer for you, podcasts. 

A podcast is very similar to a radio show 
but they are recorded in the mp3 or similar 
format and available for download on the 
Internet. 

I personally listen to these two and recom-
mend them for keeping up to date about 
what is going on in the amateur radio com-
munity 

The first one is the ARRL’s podcast. 

http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter/audio/ 
 
The ARRL’s podcast, The ARRL Audio 
News is usually available for download 
every Friday except when there is a holi-
day. 

The other is Amateur Radio Newline. 

http://www.arnewsline.org/ 
The AR Newsline podcast has a similar 
distribution schedule as the ARRL Au-
dio News podcast. 

Those two podcasts will give you a 
good news fix. 

If you haven’t explored podcasts yet, 
these will be a good introduction for 
you. 

73’s 
Ken 
KI4RUI 

Communications Officer 
Jim Rogers 
KG4WOJ 
 
Public Service /ECOMM 
Sean Gorman 
W5CDR 
 
Repeater Committee 
Chairman 
Bill Runyon 
WF4R 
 
TRUSTEE 
BILL RUNYON 
WF4R 
 

President 
Paul Buckwalter 
K4PRB 
 
Vice-President 
Vince Williams 
KJ4CCR 
 
Secretary 
Phil Henline 
WA9KFB 
 
Treasurer 
Barry Priddy 
K5VIP 
 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
KEITH AINSLEY 
KG4ZXK 
 
WEBMASTER  
SEAN GORMAN 
W5CDR 

Get Your Amateur Radio News 

CARS Officers and Chairpersons 

A podcast is 

very similar to 
a radio show 
but they are 
recorded in 
the mp3 or 

similar audio 
format and 

available for 
download on 
the Internet.  
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Have a 
comment or 

suggestion for 
the newsletter? 

 

Contact 

Kenneth 
Jensen 

ki4rui@arrl.net  
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It is time (actually past time) to renew your membership 
by paying your dues. If you haven’t already done so, 
please mail your dues to our Treasurer:  

Barry Priddy K5VIP 
723 Peachtree Dr. 
Chesapeake, VA 23322  
 
As you may remember, individual dues are $15 per 
year.  Dues for family memberships are $7.50 each for 
an individual member’s family. [For example, dues for a 
family of two would be $15 + $7.50 = $22.50.]  

It is important that we know how many of you are re-
newing your membership so that we can plan the club’s 
activities and budget the money to support those activi-
ties for the coming year.  

Please do not keep us in suspense! Renew now if you 
haven’t already. 

CARS Wants You 

Listen to yourself, will ya? 
I was surfing the Internet one night using 
Stumble Upon. 

I came across an article from a ham in 
Italy  who talked about using Internet con-
nected public HF radio receivers to deter-
mine if he  was hitting a geographical area. 

After tuning the Internet HF radio to his 
desired frequency, he would then key up 
his transmitter and do his CQ call. While 
calling he would listen to or record the au-
dio on the Internet connect HF radio.  

If he heard himself great! If not, he would 
do some more adjustments and try again. 

I thought that was just the coolest idea.  

My only question is, would that be consid-

ered a contact? If so, would 
he have to mail himself a QSL 
card? 

Here is a link to one located 
near Canastota, NY (about 25 
miles east of Syracuse, NY) . 

http://www.ralabs.com/
webradio/ 

 

73’s 
Ken 
KI4RUI 
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CARS 2 Meter Net 
Wednesdays 20:00 Hrs 
146.820 MHz (162.2) 
 
 
CARS 10 Meter Net 
Mondays 20:00 Hrs 
Excluding meeting days 
28.400 MHz 
 
 
VBARC 10 Meter Net 
Thursdays 20:00 Hrs 
28.400 MHz 
 
 
Hampton Roads Public Service 
Net 
Monday through Saturday 
146.070 MHz 

 

P.O. Box 6867 
Chesapeake, Va 23323-6867 

 
w4car@yahoo.com 

QRM Room / Clubhouse 
116 Reservation Drive 

Chesapeake, Va 23322-5204  
 

Meetings are the first Monday of 

Chesapeake Amateur 
Radio Service 

We are all always looking for deals on the stuff, not just 
amateur radio stuff.  

This month I want to tell you about four deal finder web-
sites I check at least daily. 

The first one is Deals.Yahoo.com. As the URL suggests, 
it is a new website run by Yahoo. 

It has great shopping deals, coupons and weekly ads 
from all over the Internet. 

Deals.Yahoo.com ‘s deal of the day is a VTech 5.8 GHz 
4 handset cordless phone with digital answering ma-
chine for $49.99. 

The second one is updated a few times a day and is my 
favorite. DealHack.com . It also has specials, coupons, 
rebates and clearances. 

Currently on DealHack.com there is a Lenovo ThinkCen-
ter  A57 starting at $299 and a coupon for a 19” flat 
panel monitor. 

DealHack also currently has  a 10% of daily rental at 
Enterprise. 

Do yourself a favor and check out DealHack.com often. 

Then there is Woot.com. 

Woot changes their item every day. Once in a while 
they have items available for a short time during the 
day. 

Woot also has side deals listed at the very top left of 
the web page. 

Right now on Woot, they are offering a Vreville 1000 
Watt Die Cat Hemisphere Blender for $149.99. 

Last but not least, there is HeyItsFree.com . 

Everyday they find some pretty interesting free stuff 
from all over the Internet. 

Today there is an offering of a free orange baseball 
hat. 

If you don’t want to add an orange hat to your ward-
robe, you can go get the free $10 Resturant.com gift 
card. 

73’s 
Ken 
KI4RUI  

QRM 

LOCAL NETS 
Portsmouth “Rag Chew” Net 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
19:30 Hrs 146.850 MHz 
 
 
Southeastern VA Traffic Net 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
20:00 Hrs 146.850 MHz 
 
 
Portsmouth Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Services Net 
Fridays 20:00 Hrs 
146.850 MHz 


