Chesapeake Amateur Radio Service

The Spectrum

May 2009 WwWw.W4CAR.ORG

H.R. 2160

“To promote and encourage the valuable public service, disaster relief, and
emergency communications provided on a volunteer basis by licensees

of the Federal Communications Commission in the Amateur Radio Service,

by undertaking a study of the uses of amateur radio for emergency

and disaster relief communications, by identifying unnecessary or unreasonable
impediments to the deployment of Amateur Radio emergency

and disaster relief communications, and by making recommendations

for relief of such unreasonable restrictions so as to expand the uses

of amateur radio communications in Homeland Security planning and
response.”

From the www.arrl.org website: “To support -- The Amateur Radio
Emergency Communications Enhancement Act of 2009 -- the ARRL is asking its
membership to contact their members of the US House of Representatives with a
request to become co-sponsors of this significant piece of legislation.”

H.R. 2160 full text: http://frwvebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?
dbname=111 cong_bills&docid=f:h2160ih.txt.pdf

Read the Full article: http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2009/05/12/10818/

Upcoming
Events

National Hurricane Center's WX4NHC
Sets On-The-Air Station Test

From the www.arrl.org website: “The annual On-the-Air Station Test
from the National Hurricane Center ( ) in Miami takes place Saturday, May
30, 1300-2100 UTC. "The purpose of this annual Station Test is to test all of our
radio equipment, computers and antennas using as many modes and frequencies
as possible. This is not a contest or simulated hurricane exercise. New equipment
and software will be tested, and we will also conduct some operator training," said
WXANHC Assistant Amateur Radio Volunteer Coordinator Julio Ripoll, WD4R.”

Read the full article and get the frequencies at:

http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2009/05/15/10821/

June 1st—CARS Busi-
ness Meeting—Moose
Lodge

June 27-28—Field Day
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CARS's Polls

April's poll question was: Your HF amateur radio
"base" is from which manufacturer?

Only six people answered the poll. In all fairness, the
poll was only announced and URL given in the news-
letter.

The results:

Kenwood 50%
Yaseu 33%
ICOM 17%

May’s poll question: For how many years have you been
a licensed amateur radio operator?

Your choices are:

o s wNPE

Less than one year

Between one and five years
Between five and ten years
Between ten and twenty years
Over twenty years

Other:

The URL is: http://tinyurl.com/200905w4car/

May’s poll will close at 23:59 on May 31, 2009.

Photo’s By Norm Harris

Some Tour de’Cure Rest Stop 3 Photos
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President’'s Column

Thanks to the efforts of all that participated, CARS did a really fine job covering all four routes (10, 30, 65, and 100
miles) of the American Diabetes Foundation’s Tour de Cure bicycle race on Saturday, April 18. This is the first
year we have covered the 100 mile course into North Carolina, and the new 10 mile course with its own unique
rest stop was a last minute consideration. Elsewhere in the newsletter are more details from Richard, WA4BUE
who organized and ran our participation in the event. Thank you Richard, you again proved that experience
counts. And I'm glad to say that Bill, W1ATA was a busy participant, and was so impressed with how smoothly and
effortlessly Richard ran the event, that Bill offered to be in charge of our support of Tour de Cure next year! Thank
you, Bill.

Thanks to the fine work of Vince, KJ4CCR, many club members now have their CARS club picture ID cards. If you
haven't gotten yours yet, please contact Vince or me to make that happen. These will be very handy when we are
supporting City operations with shelters and the EOC, etc.

Hurricane season is fast approaching, so it is time to start thinking about making our homes ready for bad weather
and power outages, and also to start thinking about how you can help CARS help the City when the time comes.
Signing up for ARES / RACES is a good first step in the latter, if you haven’'t done so already in order to be cov-
ered by the State’s Relief-from Liability program for emergency personnel.

We are in the process of moving our website to a new server, and while we are at it, we will refresh the appear-
ance of the website, as well as incorporating email into the website on the new server. The yahoo email address
will be phased out eventually. Please contact the club through , which will forward your email to
either server. The new website will use the same domain name. Until the new site is up and
available for use, when you use that domain name, you will receive a link to click on to take you to the old web site
server. I'm sorry it isn’'t as automatic as the email forwarding, but please excuse the inconvenience.

Our # 1 priority right now should be getting our plans made for Field Day so that it goes smoothly and is a big suc-
cess. Keith KG4zXK is our Field Day chairman, and is being well assisted by one of our newest and brightest, Ja-
son KJ4IWX. Prior to Field Day, you should plan on attending our club’s dinner meeting June 1 and enjoying the
Franklin club’s Bronco Club hamfest June 14. You really don’t want to miss that hamfest. See me if you need info
about how to get there, etc.

Enjoy June - then we have to watch the weather and earn our keep for a few months!

73, Paul K4PRB

Richard Wins!

In March 2009, | ran a survey asking what you liked and didn't like about the Spectrum
Newsletter. | also wanted to know which topics you would like for me to cover here.

The last question asked you to enter your call sign and be at the April's shack day to
win a 2 gig thumb drive.

Everyone who entered had their call sign written on paper and dropped into a coffee
mug. Yes the coffee mug was clean and dry.

Richard'’s call sign, w5bue, was drawn.

He is the proud new owner of a 2 gig thumb drive. Congratulations Richard!
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Meeting called to order at 7:40 pm. 21 Attendees

Bill WF4R gave a presentation of Software Defined Radios and exhibited his SDR transceiver which was well re-
ceived and appreciated by the membership.

Previous Minutes:

Reading of previous minutes was suspended per motion of Barry K5VIP which was seconded and approved. Paul
K4PRB summarized the minutes of the 3/31/09 BOD meeting to keep the club aware of all significant plans of the
BOD.

Treasurer’s Report:

Barry K5VIP provided the Treasurer’s report including a report of Springfest finances, which are the most success-
ful ever.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ARES / PS - Richard WA4BUE and Paul K4PRB described our preliminary plans for Tour de Cure, called for vol-
unteers, and stated that more definite plans will be emailed after meeting with the Tour de Cure officials the next
evening. Volunteers were solicited and 10 members volunteered. Also, Paul KAPRB described our proposal which
has been submitted to the City to add / fix antennas on City shelters. We are awaiting the City’s response.

Field Day — Keith KG4ZXK will be Field Day Chairman and Jason KJ4IWX will be his understudy.
Social — There is still no Social Chairman. Members were again reminded we need one.
OLD BUSINESS:

The BOD has decided to move the club’s web site to a new, more reliable server. The same web address will still
be used. Our email service will relocate there, and the email address should be used for the time
being instead of WACAR@yahoo dot com.

NEW BUSINESS:

Paul K4PRB repeated that the BOD will present a proposal to the club to purchase a video projector (for licensing
classes and club presentations, etc.) for approval when one is selected.

Bill WF4R moved that the club purchase a current ARRL Handbook for the clubhouse library. Seconded and ap-
proved.

Paul K4PRB won the 50 — 50 raffle and donated his half of the proceeds to the club.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.

CHESAPEAKE AMATEUR RADIO SERVICE — POST OFFICE BOX 6867 — CHESAPEAKE, VIRGINIA 23323-6867
146.820 MHZ (PL 162.2 HZ) — 146.610 MHZ (PL 162.2 HZ) — 444.000 MHZ (PL 162.2 HZ)




May 2009 Page 5

Our June club meeting will be a dinner meeting, held at the Moose Lodge, 1400 North George Washington Hwy. in
Chesapeake. Dinner will again be served buffet style, and the price should be $13 per person, tax & tip included.

We look forward to a good turnout, and request that you make your reservations on or BEFORE Tuesday, May 26
so the Lodge will have enough to feed you. Remember that family members and other guests are most welcome
to attend.

We will use this meeting to make plans for our Field day operations at the end of June, so please be there to get in
on the start up of our Field Day preparations.

Again, the deadline for reservations is Tuesday, May 26. Thanks for your cooperation.

We plan to continue our tradition of really great meals on Field Day. Supper will be catered by Rodman’s Bar-B-
Que again this year with their fine BBQ, fried chicken, potato salad, baked beans, etc. The club is subsidizing one
third of the price so members and their guests will dine for $10 per person in the evening.

Lunch should also be delicious, but will involve a little more club members’ participation than in the previous few
years. Hamburger patties, hot dogs, buns, hot dog chili, and condiments will be provided, along with grills and
charcoal. We will need several volunteers to grill the hamburgers and hot dogs, and members will volunteer to pro-
vide the accompanying dishes such as baked beans, potato or macaroni salad, or whatever you can think of to
make lunch stand out from the catered supper menu.

We can finalize this meal planning at the June dinner meeting.

Please let us know if you will be having lunch and / or supper with us on Field Day by Monday, June 15, and pay
your $10 per person for supper by then. Thanks for your cooperation.

PR-101

From the web site, www.Arrl.org: “The ARRL Public Relations Committee unveiled the new ARRL's PR-101
course today at the 2009 ARRL National Convention at the Dayton Hamvention. The course -- designed to give
hams a quick course in public relations activities -- was quickly snapped up by ARRL Section Managers, Public
Information Coordinators (PIC) and Public Information Officers (PIO) to bring home to their home sections.

According to ARRL Media and Public Relations Manager Allen Pitts, W1AGP, the ARRL Public Relations Commit-
tee conducted a formal survey in December 2008 that confirmed what had long been suspected: Almost half of the
people acting as PIOs have no training at all; others had "some training" or "very little training." Because of the
importance of public relations to the future of Amateur Radio, Pitts said that the PR Committee felt it needed to do
something to raise the level of skills and training of these volunteers.”

For the full article: http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2009/05/15/10817/
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Meeting called to order 7:40 pm. Attendees: Paul KAPRB Vince KJ4CCR Barry K5VIP Jim KG4WOQJ Keith
KG4ZXK Richard WA4BUE Bill WF4R

Minutes: Barry moved to waive the reading of the previous BOD meeting minutes. Seconded and approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Barry K5VIP provided the Treasurer’s report and a financial report of Springfest 3/09.
Comm. Officer's Report: Jim KG4WOJ announced plans to make a Shack Day project of resurrecting a 1 kw mili-
tary HF transceiver. Jim also committed to completing a checklist in the next week for qualifying club members for
shack access.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
ARES / Public Service — Shelters: Richard WA4BUE turned over 15 PR packages for shelter School Principals
Vince KJ4CCR will develop the ARES call tree by April 20.
Vince KJ4CCR will have completed shelter books / operation manuals by April 20.

Sean W5CDR will provide shelter radio programming CD’s by April 6.

Tour de Cure: Paul K4PRB will contact Al Crawford WA4TCJ to expedite obtaining usable map of 100 mile
race course. The ADA had provided usable maps for the 30 and 65 mile routes, but continues to provide only un-
usable maps for the 100 mile route. We may consider not covering the 100 mile route if we can't get a usable
map.

Dismal Swamp Stomp: Paul K4PRB reported that City Parks & Rec. person in charge of the event (Ms. Keri
Orr) told him she couldn’t / wouldn’t work with CARS; we must work with / for RP Kale, contractor for the event.

Repeaters: Bill WF4R reported that the final PA on the .82 repeater had been found to have dropped to 20 watts
maximum output due to a component failure. It was replaced Monday 3/30 with a spare PA provided by Paul
K4PRB.

Bill also reported that the City requested that the club submit a “wish list” of equipment in case there might be
any extra budget money available. A lengthy discussion provided the list shown below.

Springfest: Barry k5VIP and Paul K4PRB reported on the success of this year's Springfest, and plans for next
year.

OLD BUSINESS: Website host: Keith KG4ZXK committed to arranging payment to “1 to 1” website host with Barry
K5VIP within the week and begin the process of moving our website to the new host, The new website will be
open to more than one administrator, and provide an email function to replace the current yahoo email account.

NEW BUSINESS: The BOD will investigate purchasing a video projector. Vince KJ4CCR will check prices at Office
Max, and Paul will contact Bernie Reasor to see if the City has a purchase agreement that could benefit us.
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Barry K5VIP moved that the Skywarn symbol be removed from our club’s logo and website. Seconded and ap-
proved.

Barry K5VIP moved the club loan our four HF bandpass filters to the QCWA July 24-26. Seconded and ap-
proved.

The BOD agreed Keith KG4zZXK will be Field Day Chairman this year, with an assistant / understudy.
The BOD agreed upon the following “wish list” in this order of priority:

1) Resolve .82 & .61 tower shadow with longer offsets from tower legs / phased antennas on SW legs / voting RX
equip.

2) Replace .61 2 m repeater (with Motorola MTR-2000 or similar?) and interfaces to link radios & ILRP box
3) Install internet connection inside Bowers Hill radio shelter (for ILRP / Echolink computer)
4) Install separate 440 or 1200 mc D Star repeater at Bower’s Hill.

The BOD also was interested in ensuring all Ham grade antennas have PVC braces to improve wind ratings, /
changing to single band commercial antennas & duplexers.

Meeting adjourned 9:45 pm.

CARS Officers and Chairpersons

President Communications Officer Past President
Paul Buckwalter Jim Rogers Keith Ainsley
K4PRB KG4wO0J KG4zZXK
Have a
Vice-President Public Service [ECOMM Webmaster comment or
Vince Williams Sean Gorman Www.w4car.org .
KJ4CCR W5CDR Sean Gorman suggestion for
W5CDR the

Secretary Repeater Committee newsletter?
Phil Henline Chairman
WA9KFB Bill Runyon NewsLetter@

WF4R

w4car.org

Treasurer
Barry Priddy Trustee
K5VIP Bill Runyon

WF4R
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Local Nets

CARS 2 Meter Net Portsmouth “Rag Chew” Net
Sundays 20:00 Hrs Mondays and Wednesdays
146.820 MHz (162.2) 19:30 Hrs 146.850 MHz
Chesapeake Amateur CARS 10 Meter Net Southeastern VA Traffic Net
R % S . Mondays 20:00 Hrs Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
adio service Excluding meeting days 20:00 Hrs 146.850 MHz
28.400 MHz
P.O. Box 6867 bort h Amateur Radio £
Chesapeake, Va 23323-6867 o arvioae Nop o =mer
P VBARC 10 Meter Net gency Services Net
Thursdays 20:00 Hrs Fridays 20:00 Hrs
WACAR@ARRL.NET 28.400 MHz 146.850 MHz
QRM Room / Clubhouse
116 Reservation Drive Hampton Roads VBCert Net
) Public Service Net Second Tuesday of the Month
Chesapeake, Va 23322-5204 Monday through Saturday 19:00 Hrs
21:00 hrs 146.985 MHz

Meetings are the first Monday of 146.070 MHz
each month in the QRM Room

The Spectrum Editor
NEWSLETTER@WA4CAR.ORG

QRM

Being an Emergency Medical Technician and a former paramedic, | have always trained for and been prepared for the worst. In
the trunk of my car, | still carry around a “jump kit” that has enough equipment and supplies to treat a trauma patient or cardiac
arrest patient until an ambulance arrives. | even have the triage tags

I was always planning on creating an emergency or “jump kit” for communications. You know how it is, “I'll get to it next week-
end”. Well, with my close encounter with the tornado that hit Chesapeake last week or so, this kit has taken a higher priority.

Granted that tornado did some minor damage but it easily could have been worse.

| already have two extra batteries, a car charger, desktop charger, remote speaker/mic and an extra magnet mount antenna for
my HT. But | feel | need something more. So | started looking around on the Internet for articles people have posted about their
“jlump kits”.

| found a few. Here are some of the items they suggested or had in their own kits; extra fuses, laminated copy of your F.C.C. li-
cense, mini-maglight flashlight with extra batteries, letherman multi-purpose tool, pens and pencils, paper notebook, extra con-
nectors and adaptors.

Some even suggested having hard candy, granola bars, surgical gloves and disposable lighter.
What do you think? Do you have an emergency communications kit? What do you have in it?
Email me at Newsletter@w4car.org .

Also The Spectrum newsletter has a new email address. This will be a permanent email address. If you send email to
w4carva@gmail.com, | will still get them.
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