
The Semi-Annual Fall Hampton Roads Fox Hunt 

 

The Radio Amateur Society of Norfolk(RASON), Virginia Beach Amateur Radio 

Club(VBARC), and Chesapeake Amateur Radio Service(CARS), are jointly 

supporting and encouraging 'Fox Hunting' to hone the Amateur Radio 

Operator's directional finding skills. This is simply one of the many fun aspects 

of the amateur radio hobby and is seated in tradition and fellowship. It is also 

a way for the non-armature to become familiar with some aspects of the hobby, 

as well as participate. The following provides the hunting guidelines for the 

Semi-Annual Hampton Roads Fox Hunt. 

 

Fox Hunting 

Radio direction finding (also called T-Hunting, Fox Hunting, or Bunny Hunting) is used to find sources of interference to 

any form of wireless electronic communications, including broadcast and two-way radio, Locator Transmitters in 

downed aircraft are tracked with RDF techniques. Hams use RDF to track jamming stations and stolen equipment, but 

more often, they use it just for fun. Hidden transmitter hunting has been done by hams for many years and it is a 

growing activity. Using 'hide-and-seek" procedures, a growing number of ham radio operators have taken up the task of 

finding hidden transmitters (known as the "Fox"). Since this involves only the reception of signals by the trackers (the 

Hounds), Fox Hunting does not require a ham radio license to participate. Therefore, it is becoming a popular family 

activity as well. Sometimes the event will be held on foot, while other times the beginning distance between the Fox and 

the Hounds necessitate the use of a vehicle. Sometimes the "Fox" may be disguised to make the hunt more difficult, so 

watch out for "Wolves" when you are hunting too. Whatever the case, it is a fun activity! If you do not have the 

necessary equipment but would like to know more about this fun "radiosport", we will do our best to team you up with 

equipped members for the hunt. 

So what fox sound like exactly? 

It has a set of tones, with morse code at the end to identify itself, indicating the fox number, and the ham who owns it. 

The tracking tones and morse sound for a little over 45 seconds, followed by a remainder of silence totaling 1 minute. 

HINT - use a countdown timer that you can quickly reset for 1 minute. Each time you hear the tones, start the timer. 

When it chimes - you should know to start listening again for the FOX. If you don't hear it, you went out of range. 

Date and time 

The next hunt will be held on Saturday, October 30th 2021 and will be start at approximately 12:00 p.m. The 

transmitter(s) will be on the air at the same time, and will terminate transmission at 5:00 p.m. 

Transmitter(s)(additions/subtractions/changes will be updated at the event): 

Fox #1 – NB6B/B (500 mw at most, depending on pre-event tests) - 147.435 Mhz. 

Fox #2 – K4DGW (500 mw) - 144.010 Mhz. 

Fox #3 – K4DGW (500 mw) - 146.565 Mhz. 

Fox #4 – WF4R/B1 (500 mw) - 147.495 Mhz. 

Fox #5 – WF4R/B2 (500 mw) - 147.465 Mhz. 

Fox #6 – KO4JUZ (50 mw) - 147.555 Mhz. 



Communications: 

In an emergency, any station may ask for help on the Fox transmit frequency and then change to 146.54 simplex for 

general conversation. The hunt will be discontinued until the emergency no longer exists. Additionally, the repeaters for 

Chesapeake (.820), Virginia Beach (.895), and Norfolk (.330) will be monitored. Listen to them for clues and hints, given 

on the hour, each hour of the hunt. 

Starting place 

The hunt will be at Woodstock Park in Chesapeake. 

Talk in will be on the 146.54 simplex. 

Individuals or teams may join in the hunt. 

Each hunt team must travel together in a single vehicle. 

The hunt boundaries will be within the limits of Woodstock City Park. 

The hidden transmitter(s) will be within 100 yards of a public road and will be accessible to the public with no admission 

fee required. Unless otherwise noted, the hidden transmitter's signal must be able to be received at the starting point 

utilizing an antenna with no more than 6db gain. 

The hidden transmitter(s) will use a constant power level during the hunt and the transmitter antenna configuration will 

not change during the hunt. 

The fox will be no more than 6' above ground level and not below ground level. 

The fox will not be hidden in a building so that all teams can hunt with equally high enthusiasm. The hunters who find 

the fox will not announce they have found it. 

At the expiration of the time limit, the end of the hunt will be announced on the 146.540 frequency. 

All hunter teams are to observe all traffic laws and are to respect the property rights of all property owners. Violations 

are grounds for disqualification from the hunt. 

Rules may be modified for a particular hunt. If modified, the applicable rules for the hunt will be posted prior to the start 

of the hunt. 

Fox Hunt Purposes 

a) Provide practice and enhance skill in radio direction finding for and by radio amateurs. 

b) Promote teamwork within the amateur community. 

c) To help or "Elmer" newcomers and old-timers alike in the skills of radio direction finding. 

d) Make available a competent pool of people with the skills for finding the source of intentional or unintentional radio 

interference. 

e) Have fun! 

Suggested Basic Equipment 

2-meter handheld radio or scanner 

Directional Antenna 

Advanced Equipment 



Attenuator 

Local map and compass (or GPS) 

 

Non-Scored Hunts 

The objective of this hunt is to find the Fox without competing against 

others. This gives newcomers a no pressure situation where they can 

take their time to learn more about their equipment and using new 

techniques. However, Each fox will have a unique 6 character 

hexadecimal code, and log sheets will be provided at the park 

entrance. 

Nomenclature: 

Fox - a low-power hidden transmitter that is the game objective. 

Hound - an amateur radio operator attempting to locate the Fox. 

Coordinator - an amateur radio operator responsible for hiding the fox, 

directing the hunt, providing clues, and determining the 'winner' of the 

game. 

 

Hunt rules: 

1 - All hounds should be aware of the distraction(s) involved when driving a vehicle and tracking a frequency using radio 

direction finding. Do not lose attention of the surroundings and the situational conditions of driving and performing 

other tasks at the same time. Obey all traffic laws and be courteous to other drivers and pedestrians that are unaware of 

your focus and intent. 

2 - The Fox transmitter(s) may not be modified, altered or moved in any way after being placed by the Coordinator(s). 

This includes but not limited to: 

         * The transmitter frequency 

         * The transmitter power output 

         * Antenna configuration 

         * Location 

3 - Hounds may not move the Fox or camouflage it after they have found it. 

4 - Hounds will not discuss their progress with others hunting the Fox. 

5 - The Coordinator(s) will be the only on that knows which Hounds have found the Fox and in what order. Hounds will 

all be hunting under the impression they will be the first to find the Fox. 

6 - Hounds may participate as teams, but only in a SINGLE vehicle. No radio communications revealing progress on the 

hunt may be transmitted. E.g. "I'm on 10th heading west past Gregg st."  

7 - Abuse to the Fox(es) will not be tolerated under any circumstances. Incidents will be reported to the ASPCA, hi hi. 

8 - The Coordinator will announce when the game has concluded, and will then retrieve the Fox(es). 


